122                  EicJiard's return to England

openly declared for Richard and empowered his envoy Walter of Kogate
to invite him to come to Italy for his imperial coronation1.

But by this time Richard had returned to England, partly in order to
hasten on the peace negotiations, partly on account of the baronial crisis
and the unsettled state of things resulting from the king's misgovernment
and the Provisions of Oxford, partly too to replenish his purse, the real
source of such power as he had managed to acquire. Though he visited
Germany on three subsequent occasions, in 1260,1%'$, and 1268, he never
recovered the influence that he had won at the time of his departure in
January 1259. This was never great: outside the Rhineland he was ignored;
the German chroniclers are not interested in writing of his movements;
his authority was never felt. None the less, for a foreigner with no ties
and no property in Germany he had done well to have gained even mere
recognition on the whole length of the Rhine. Had he succeeded in
wringing from the Pope a more definite confirmation of his title and had
he divorced himself entirely from English politics to devote himself to
the affairs of his kingdom, he might perhaps have become a real ruler
instead of a mere titular King of the Romans. As it was, he became deeply
involved in the political disturbances of the latter part of the reign of
Henry III, and was captured at the battle of Lewes and imprisoned for a
year in Kenilworth Castle, while his position in Germany was ignored and
forgotten.

When he landed at Dover on 27 January 1259, he certainly intended
to return at the earliest opportunity and to make the expedition to Rome
for the imperial crown. Innocent III had claimed for the Holy See the
right of deciding in a disputed election to the German throne; it was
incumbent therefore on Alexander to make a decision. Nevertheless the
position was an embarrassing one, for although neither Richard nor
Alfonso was obnoxious to the Curia, neither was entirely satisfactory. So he
delayed until in May 1261 death relieved him of the necessity of making
up his mind. His successor Urban IV was a man of a different stamp.
James of Troyes owed his advancement in the Church to Innocent IV
who had employed him frequently in papal business, and like his patron
he was a politician. Though by birth a Frenchman, he had spent the
greater part of his active life in Germany, especially in the east, in the
newly colonised areas of Pomerania and Prussia; he had been archdeacon
of Liege and subsequently in 1253 Bishop of Verdun; two years later
Alexander IV had appointed him Patriarch of Jerusalem. He was there-
fore a man of wide experience and one who was familiar with Germany
and her problems. Yet in spite of his many qualifications, his handling of
the question of the disputed election was quite ineffectual. By bestowing
the crown of Sicily upon his countryman, Charles of Anjou/he removed
one objection that might be raised against Richard's candidature; for as
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